SHAVUOS – A MISSION STATEMENT
Rabbi Shlomo Caplan
The Yom Tov of Shavuos is identified
as “Zeman Matan Toraseinu – the
Season of the Giving of our Torah”. It
would seem that our response to this
occasion should echo the words of our
forefathers: “Naaseh Venishma – We
will do and we will hear.”
This
represents our total commitment to
keeping all of the Mitzvos.

Hashem thus set about a process of
forging a nation which would represent
all of humanity in the fulfillment of the
Divine Mission. The progeny of the
Patriarchs descended to Egypt into the
iron crucible of purification. After ten
miraculous plagues and a dramatic
sea splitting episode they arrived at the
“Mountain of Hashem”.

The Sefer HaTodaah asserts that in
truth our acceptance of the Torah on
Shavuos represents much more than a
commitment to keeping the Mitzvos. It
represents our acceptance of a very
specific destiny for our people.
Hashem created a world without Jews
or any Chosen People. He called upon
all of mankind to serve Him by living a
moral life as prescribed by the Seven
Noachide Mitzvos. However mankind
failed miserably in this mission and
Hashem brought upon them a flood of
annihilation with the intent to start all
over again. This new start ultimately
failed. Although there were isolated
individuals who were faithful to
Hashem, there was no commonwealth
of people who were carrying out
Hashem’s agenda.

In three succinct verses Hashem lays
out the destiny which He asks Moshe
to present to Klal Yisrael. “You have
seen what I did to Mitzrayim; I have
borne you on the wings of eagles and
have brought you unto Me. And now if
you will hearken well to My voice and
you will observe My covenant, you
shall be for Me a beloved treasure of
all the nations; for Mine is the entire
world. And you shall be to Me a
kingdom of ministers and a holy nation”
(Shemos 19,4-6).
This is far more than merely a
commitment to serve Hashem and
keep all the Mitzvos.
This is an
acceptance of the responsibility to
ensure the perpetuation of the world by
acting as proxy for the entire human

race.
Indeed, the Gemara in
Maseches Shabbos (88a) states that
Hashem stipulated with all of Creation
that if Bnai Yisrael do not accept the
Torah, He will return the world to
nothingness. Bnai Yisrael’s response
to this proposal was not “We will do
and we will hear” which referred to the
Mitzvos that they had yet to hear.
Rather the response was “All that
Hashem has spoken we will do”
(Shemos 19,8). This was their reaction
to their designation as proxy for all of
mankind.
As representatives of human race, we
must bring morality and Kedusha to the
entire world. By keeping Hashem’s
covenant alive we become a role
model for all the nations. Our very
survival throughout our tenuous
presence in Eretz Yisrael and our
turbulent years of golus has
demonstrated to the world that we are
indeed the bearers of Hashem’s
message. And ultimately the entire
world will acknowledge our message
and declare with us in unison,
“Hashem is one and His name is one.”

You can bring a zechus refua shelaima for Sandy Bruck - Shalom ben Tila Leah - by signing
up for a weekly erev Shabbos contribution at https://pay.banquest.com/lightuptheworld and
by joining the 2-3 minute daily shiur on the writings of the Chofetz Chaim.

WORLD WIDE TRAVELS
Questions for discussion at your Shabbos table by Rabbi Yitzi Weiner
This week we will be commemorating Ma'amad
Har Sinai, standing at Har Sinai when we
received the Torah. Our Sages teach that when
the Jewish people stood at Har Sinai, everyone
was miraculously healed from their illnesses.
This leads us to the following true story.
One day Donny, who was in his late thirties,
came to the doctor. He wasn't feeling well for a
while and wanted to get things checked out.
The doctor asked him questions and then
ordered some tests. He told Donny that he
would call when the results came in.
About a week later, Donny got a call from the
doctor. “Donny, have you ever traveled the
world? Have you ever seen the wonders of the
African plains? Or the beauty of the Amazon?”
Donny replied, “No, but why are you asking me
this? Are you becoming a tour guide?”. “No
Donny”, the doctor said, “but your test results
came back with dire news. It looks like you have
a rare terminal illness. You only have six
months to live. I would recommend that you
stop what you are doing and travel the world
with the time you have left”.
Donny was extremely shocked at the news. He
trusted his doctor and sold his business, sold

much of his assets, bought a boat, and
embarked on a world tour to visit as many cities
as he could before he left the world.

traveling and I spent a year of my life, all
because of your mistaken diagnosis. I want you
to give it all back to me!”

While on his world-wide travels, as Donny got
closer to the six-month date, he wondered
about his prognosis because he still felt quite
fine. Finally, the six-month date came and
Donny was completely healthy. A full year
passed and Donny was totally fine. He realized
that there must have been a huge error. Donny
made his way back home and made an
appointment with his doctor.

The doctor felt very bad but insisted that he
didn't owe any money as he was just doing his
job as best as he could. And besides, Donny
spent all the money on himself and he enjoyed
himself. It wasn't like the money was wasted or
really lost.

At the appointment, Donny told his doctor that
he felt completely fine and that it was already
six months past the time he was told he had left.
The doctor excused himself for a minute to
retrieve the files from Donny's test results. The
doctor came back white as a ghost. “I’m so
embarrassed to tell you this but it seems that I
misread your test results. You are right, I
misspoke, you really don't have any terminal
disease. Thank G-d you are healthy! This is
such good news.”
Donny was flabbergasted. “Is that all you are
going to say? Because of you I sold my
business and spent millions of dollars on

This question was brought to Rav Zilberstein.
In such a case where the doctor made this
mistaken diagnosis, would he be responsible to
pay for his mistake? What do you think? See
Upiryo Matok Bereishis page 211
Regarding last week’s question about the man
who brought home the siddur from shul, Rav
Tzvi Berkowitz answered as follows: He has an
obligation to return the siddur because it
belongs to the shul but this is not called stealing
since he did not take it with any awareness that
he had it. It would have the dinim of hashavas
aveida. He now has a mitzvah of hashavas
aveida. In this case he caused it to become an
aveida so he should return it right away. See
Ketzos Hachoshen siman 251.

DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVES ON MAINTAINING STATURE
Reb Yaakov Kamenetsky and Rav Yitzchok
Hutner were two of the greatest leaders in the
American Jewish community of the past
generation. Their respect and adoration for
each other is beyond description. With this in
mind please appreciate the following incident.
Zalman Diskind, my father's brother, celebrated
his vort in the Lower East Side of Manhattan.
Among the attending dignitaries were Reb
Yaakov Kamenetsky, the father-in-law of his
brother, and Rav Yitzchok Hutner, his Rosh
Yeshiva. After the vort Reb Yaakov, Rav Hutner
and my father decided to take a taxi together
back to Brooklyn. Reb Yaakov was returning

home to Williamsburg and Rav Hutner and my
father were returning to Flatbush.

stature by being involved in the driving duties of
this taxi driver.

After the taxi crossed the bridge to Brooklyn,
Reb Yaakov began telling the driver how to best
navigate the streets of Williamsburg. The
problem was that many streets in Williamsburg
are one-way and one must sometimes take a
street in the opposite direction to get to the
desired street.

Reb Yaakov responded; “The great Shmuel, in
the Gemara, knew the wisdom of astronomy. In
describing his familiarity with astronomy, he
would say ‘I know the paths of heaven like the
streets of Nahardaha’. Evidently, even
someone as great as Shmuel can know the
street system of the city in which he lives and
be proud of it.”

Rav Hutner felt that it was beneath the dignity
of such a great Rabbi to be giving driving
directions to a taxi driver. He expressed his
disappointment to Reb Yaakov for lowering his

As told by Paysach Diskind who heard it from
his father. Reprinted with permission from
Table Talk.

Tehillim – Life Lessons
We will be focusing on Mizmor 13:
' עד אנה ה' תשכחיני וגו.למנצח מזמור לדוד
How does this chapter connect to ?תענית אסתר

Kli Yakar Chabura

NOW IN OUR 10TH YEAR!

The Kli Yakar Chabura will meet Shabbos afternoon at 5:15 PM in Rabbi
Greenspan’s home, 113 Grassmere Road, Bala Cynwyd.

To sponsor the 1st Seder Weekly, please contact
office@firstseder.org. For more information or
to register for First Seder, contact Rabbi Uri
Greenspan at RabbiGreenspan@FirstSeder.org
or 732-407-3178.

Dirshu Mishna Berura Shiur
Have you joined the Dirshu Mishna Berura shiur??? Start today!

Vort
Rabbi & Mrs. Mordechai and Esti Palgon
&
Mr. and Mrs. Alex and Abigail Green
invite you to the vort of their children Shmuel and Chaya on Wednesday,
June 8th at 8:00 PM at 270 Bowman Avenue.

Good Shabbos
Chag sameach

