SHABBOS SHUVA – GETTING STARTED
There is a fascinating Medrash (Eicha
Rabba 5,21) on the pasuk “Hashiveinu
Hashem
eilecha
venashuva
–
Hashem, bring us back to you and we
shall return.” The Congregation of
Yisrael said to Hashem, “The
responsibility is Yours - Hashiveinu –
You bring us back.” He replied, “It is
yours as it says, ‘Return to Me and I will
return to you’”.
They responded,
“Master of the Universe, it is Yours as
it says, ‘Return us, G-d of our
Salvation.’”
It sounds like a classic “No, you go
first.” The question remains: is there a
standoff? Who initiates the Teshuva
process? (See Michtav Mei’Eliyahu
vol. 4, page 71 for a lengthy discussion
on this topic.)
Perhaps we can say that both sides are
right. Hashem still insists that we start;
but once we have said Hashiveinu we
have already started.
This is in
keeping with the Medrash Rabba in
Shir Hashirim (5,2) which states:

Hakadosh Baruch Hu said to Yisrael,
“My children, open for me one opening
of Teshuva the size of a pin, and I will
open for you [many] openings through
which wagons can enter.”
Rabbeinu Yonah in Shaarei Teshuva
(Shaar 1,1) asserts that Hashem will
help those who do Teshuva to rise
even beyond their natural capacity,
and He will imbue them with a spirit of
purity to reach the lofty level of loving
Him. This can only happen when we
really want to do Teshuva - to be better
people and to establish a strong and
meaningful connection with Hashem.
Indeed, we must start the Teshuva
process enough for it to at least be
considered a pinhole. How? By crying
out, “Hashiveinu Hashem!” Help us,
we desperately want to do Teshuva,
but we need Your help. The Yetzer
Hara is so strong and we have fallen
countless times into his traps. We feel
bogged down in so many bad habits.
Where do we start?

We start with Hashiveinu. Not with the
Hashiveinu that we sing to so many
different tunes during the course of the
year. Not with a Hashiveinu uttered
with a mere groan of frustration. But
with a Hashiveinu that emanates from
the deepest recesses of our psyche.
If we say it and really mean it, we have
created that pinhole which Hashem will
expand. This doesn’t mean that our
work is done. We still need to make
changes, we will need to struggle; but
now we can do it with Hashem’s
enormous assistance.
It all begins with Hashiveinu, that tiny
pinhole which penetrates entirely
through all the layers of complacency
and indifference. Then, we may turn to
Hashem and ask Him to please open
the expansive corridor leading to a
Teshuva Shleima – a complete
Teshuva!
A gemar chasima tova.

You can bring a zechus refua shelaima for Sandy Bruck - Shalom ben Tila Leah - by signing up
for a weekly erev Shabbos contribution at https://pay.banquest.com/lightuptheworld and
by joining the 2-3 minute daily shiur on the writings of the Chofetz Chaim.

REGISTRATION NEGLECT
Questions for discussion at your Shabbos table by Rabbi Yitzi Weiner
This coming week we are looking forward to Yom
Kippur. The sefer Derech Hashem describes how
the special spiritual energy of Yom Kippur gives an
inner cleansing of the tumah (spiritual blockage)
accumulated by our aveiros, and repairs the
negative outer consequences of any transgressions
we may have done. Our Sages teach however that
this special blessing of Yom Kippur only works if we
first appease our fellow man if we have caused
them pain. This leads us to the following interesting
true story.
Sarah had a friend, Rachel, who once asked to
borrow her car. Sarah said, “Sure not a problem”,
and she handed Rachel her keys. Rachel came back
a few hours later with a greatly distressed look on
her face. She also held a ticket of $800.
“What happened?”, Sarah asked her. Rachel said
this is what happened: I was driving on the highway
and I got an important phone call. I answered the
call and shortly after I remembered that our state
recently prohibited driving while using a cell phone.
I tried to finish the call, and of course, I passed a
police officer. The police officer saw me on the

phone and turned his lights on, pulled me over and
asked me for my registration. I passed him the
registration that was in the glove compartments
and he came back a few minutes later with a big
frown. He said, "Ma’am, this registration has been
expired for the past four years. What I’m going to
do for you is I’m going to drop the ticket for driving
while on the phone. Instead, for every year that
that registration was expired, I’m going to give you
a ticket for $200. Therefore I’m gonna write you a
ticket for $800." "I tried to explain to the officer
that it wasn’t my car but he was not sympathetic.
So I’m sorry but here is your $800 ticket because
you didn’t get your registration updated", Rachel
concluded.
Sarah felt very uncomfortable. “Why should I have
to pay this huge ticket? I have been driving for the
past four years and there was never a problem. I
never got pulled over, and I never make any
careless choices that would attract the police. You
got pulled over because you carelessly were talking
on your phone. You have to pay the $800 because

it was your carelessness that caused the ticket. I
never would have gotten the ticket.
But Rachel replied that she wasn’t the owner of the
car and it wasn't her responsibility to update the
registration. Why should she pay for the ticket for
this expired registration if that was not up to her?
This question was brought to Rav Yitzchak
Zilberstein. What do you think? Who is responsible
to pay for the ticket, the one who owned the car
and neglected to renew the registration or the one
who got the ticket because she was carelessly on
the phone? See Upiryo Matok Shemos 70
Regarding last week’s question about the
bodyguard who forgot his bullets, Rav Zilberstein
wrote that the bodyguard was negligent and risked
the life of his clients. In a dangerous situation, no
one would hire a guard with no bullets and
therefore it was a mekach taus, a mistaken
transaction. Therefore the guard should return the
money.

COVER UP MY PICTURE WITH THE PRESIDENT
Rav Moshe Sherer, the former head of Agudath
Israel of America was not just concerned with the
image Agudath Israel projected to the outside
world, but also the image of Agudath Israel in the
eyes of its own constituency. Once, an annual
report to be distributed at an Agudath Israel
convention contained a large 8.5 by 11-inch
photograph of Rabbi Sherer together with
President George Bush, at the White House.
Shortly before the convention, when it was already
too late to redo the report, Rabbi Sherer had
second thoughts about the prominence given to
that particular picture. He felt that an organization
based on fealty to the direction of gedolei Torah

should not act as if the greatest possible honor was
to be on good terms with the president. Rabbi
Sherer spent a lifetime developing his connections
with dozens of powerful politicians, and he was
surely not ashamed of his relationship with the
president of the United States. In addition, he knew
the value of being known as one who was on
intimate terms with many powerful people. One
wall of the corner of his office where he sat with his
most important guests was covered with pictures
of himself with presidents and other political
luminaries.
Nevertheless, those he chose to emphasize at the
conventions were not political leaders but gedolei

Torah. Therefore, a day before the convention, he
instructed the staff to post stickers and cover over
the photograph of himself with President Bush in
over 1,000 annual reports. This was not easy for Rav
Sherer as putting out a less than perfect product
was anathema to him. But in his eyes, it would have
been far worse for Agudath Israel to promote itself
by its association with the president rather than
with gedolei Yisrael.
From Rabbi Sherer, By Rabbi Yonasan Rosenblum,
Published by Artscroll Mesorah, Reprinted With
permission from Table Talk.)

This month’s learning has been dedicated by the Matityahu family in memory of Mordecai
ben Natan and Dorit Rivkah bas Menachem Mendel a"h.

Mishnayos Shel Chesed
We are currently learning for:
Zelda Rivka bas Zecharye, Zach Weiser’s mother
Sima bas Dovid, Ron Goldberg’s mother
Menka bas Moshe, Mrs. Dahlia Ocken’s aunt

NOW IN OUR 10TH YEAR!
For more information or to register for First Seder,
contact Rabbi Uri Greenspan at 732-407-3178 or
RabbiGreenspan@FirstSeder.org

Good Shabbos
Gmar Chasima Tova

